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From the Pastor’s Desk 

September Greetings! 

As the shadows lengthen and cooler winds begin to blow, we enter a time of year that is, for some, the 
best of seasons and, for others, the worst of seasons.  There are some who long for cool fall breezes and 
pumpkin spice flavored things from the moment summer begins; for others, this time marks the end of 
their favorite season, the end of all of their favorite outdoor activities, and even the beginning of seasonal 
depression. 

There are families and children excited for the return of school – kids who have been lonely and feeling 
unmoored all summer looking forward to the return of more structured days and more time with their 
friends.  And then there are families and children dreading the start of school; children who struggle with 
academics and with identifying with their peers; children with separation anxiety; and parents who worry 
about their children’s struggle in the classroom and who miss them throughout the day. 

I do love the fall season, with all of the colorful leaves, the cool breezes, and some of my favorite holidays.  
But right around this time I also begin to feel a bit depressed.  Summer is my favorite season.  I love the 
sunshine, the vivacious green colors everywhere you look, thunderstorms, even the tremendous heat.  At 
the end of every summer, I take inventory of everything I had hoped to do in the summer months, now 
regretting that I did not take the opportunity to do them.  It sucks much of the joy out of autumn for me. 
And yet, the seasons turn, with little regard for our personal preferences about weather, and recreation, 
and scenery.  We are indeed at the mercy of God’s creation.  And, while it doesn’t always feel this way, 
this is indeed good news. 

It’s humbling whenever we’re reminded that the earth is greater than we are, that we are subject to nature 
and nature not subject to us.  Whether that be adjusting our lives to the routine changes of the seasons, 
or when we’re confronted with the terrifying force of storms and other natural phenomena.  This is God’s 
intended order – we are a part of nature, participants in creation, not lords over it.  And when we imagine 
ourselves lords over nature, all manner of damage may be done to the natural order.  With this summer 
being unusually stormy and hot, with wildfires in Canada and out West, we are reminded of the reality of a 
constantly changing climate.   

And yet, every change of the seasons is a new opportunity – an invitation, even – to renew our sense of 
awe and wonder for the world God has made.  We’re called to be stewards of creation, not lords over it.  
The earth and all that is in it belongs to God, and God has entrusted it to us to cultivate and care for.  May 
our hearts and minds change with the seasons, that we be ever attentive to the voice of God speaking 
through his creation.  May we learn to love the creation as God does, and care for it as though we were 
charged by God himself, as we certainly have been.  May we be ever mindful of those who struggle 
through seasonal transition, that we may be good neighbors to all.  May we strive for justice, peace, and 
freedom in all the earth, that all living things may flourish. 
Pastor Carroll 
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Slate Ridge Worship Services  
Worship Services are live-streamed via YouTube (The channel is: youtube@slateridgechurch1239). 
Fellowship time, prior to the service, begins at 10:30am.  The service begins at 11:00am and includes 
a Children’s Message.  Teachers are available to lead “Kids Church.”  The service is posted weekly to 

the www.SlateRidgeChurch.org website and Slate Ridge’s Facebook page.  
 
Greeters/Ushers for September–Steve & Debbie Hess 
Closers for September           Liturgists for September 
Sep 6   –   Scott Kefauver       John Johnson 
Sep 13 –   Steve Hess            Debbie Hess 
Sep 20 –   Cathy Panos Jeff Potter 
Sep 27 –   Dave Stewart Marian Koegel 
 
 
Calendar 

 Clean Plate is serving its monthly meal on September 2, from 5-7pm. 
 The Ministerium’s Annual 9/ll Service will be held at St. Mary’s Church of the Assumption, Pylesville, at 

6:30pm on Friday, September 11. Pastor Fitzgerald will be participating. 
 The Session will meet on Wednesday, September 16 at 7pm.   
 The Deacons will meet after worship on Sunday, September 20.   
 Bible Study continues on the Book of Revelation, Thursdays, at 10:00am in the Parlor.   

 
Deacons News  

 Ann Booze is the Deacons “card person” this month.  Reach out to her if you think of 
someone who may like a card from us and might need a reminder of God’s love for them.  

 If a member of our church family, or of the local community may need a meal or two 
(because of hospitalization and recovery following surgery, etc.), please contact the church office. 

 Next Deacons meeting is Sunday, September 20, following the worship service. 

Per Capita 2026.   The cost of Per Capita is $39.00 per member which goes to the Presbytery, Synod and General 
Assembly. The Session Finance Committee elects to pay the Per Capita on all our active members. We thank all 
who contribute their portion. 

World Communion Special Offering 
World Communion Special Offering campaign begins on Sunday, September 6 and ends on October 4, World 
Communion Sunday.  All of God’s people gather around the Table to celebrate the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  Part of the atonement that happens around this Table is reconciliation, which is the focus of the World 
Communion Offering.  Experience the grace that comes from reconciling all peoples from all nations around the 
corner and around the globe through the ministry of this offering. 
 
Prayer Chain. Would you like to join our prayer chain to pray for the needs of your church family?  If you would 
like to be added – or if you have urgent prayer needs yourself - please contact Linda in the Church Office.  Linda 
will initiate the prayer chain with our prayer partners. 
 

Bible Study.  Bible study continues on Thursdays at 10:00am in the Parlor.  Study continues on the Book of 
Revelation.   

 
Thank you for Flowers 

 Patti Gibney and John and Phyllis Fenwick shared beautiful flowers for our worship service. 
 

Clean Plate at the Slate 
Wed, September 2 

 5-7pm 
Fellowship Hall 

September 2 

Ham,  
Green Beans, 

 Mac & Cheese, 
Dessert 
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       Birthdays!                            Anniversaries! 

   1  Evan Fox Lloyd  13 Bryan Six         10   Pastor Carroll & Becky Fitzgerald 
    2  Bert Jackson  17 Joy Howell        16   Nick & Cathy Panos             
  5  Robert Glass  19 Danielle Heaps       29   Dr. John & Karen Blewitt 
  7  Deena Clark  20 Melissa St. Clair   
  7  Rick Six   21 Nick Panos  

    7  Ryder Stone Stokes 22 Lisa Howell 
10  Adam Norris  24 David Howell, Jr  
10  Katie Panos Smith 24 Kelly May 
11  Ann Booze  25 Madeleine Newton 
12  Savannah Six  26 Pete Koegel  
12  Chris Wagner  27 Ella Gibney   
13  Daniel Gibney  30 Molly Clark   
13  Missy Kefauver  30 Tracie Six   
13  Amanda Potter 

 
 

 

              Slate Ridge Presbyterian Church  
              Income and Expenses (July) 

                               2026                      2025  

Income         $    21,427.07           $    13,152.52   
Expense           - 12,222.48                -  9,225.23 
Net Income  $ -   9,204.59             $   -3,925.29  

Shared by Pastor Carroll 
 

Saubels Market Stamps 

Saubels stamp campaign continues now 
with offers for storage containers.  The 
Deacons are again collecting these 
stamps to share with the Delta Senior 
Center.  If you have all the stamps you 
need, please continue to ask for them 
and pass them on to any church 
member.   

Thank you! 

 

         Dear Partners in God’s Ministry, 

On behalf of Stewardship Fund Development, please convey our appreciation to your mission committee, 
pastor, session and congregation for your gracious and faithful support. 

Thank you once again for your support, dedication, and partnership in furthering God’s mission around the 
world.  You are a valued partner.   

Rebecca B. Cox 
Stewardship Officer, East Coast 
Office of Stewardship and Funds Development 
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Praying for  

 Our country and world-wide concerns in the Middle East.  Our servicemen and women 
involved in conflict.  Violence. Weather-related disasters.  Graduation celebrations.  All 
suffering in physical pain or grief and their medical teams to care for and assist them. 

 Becky Fitzgerald, hip surgery scheduled for September 2.  Prayers for her complete 
healing.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 Mary Gerlach was recently hospitalized with pneumonia. 
 Jerry Booze, health issues, recently having a hard time.  
 Marian’s rash has been diagnosed as one of the many forms of Lupus. 
 Steve Hess’s brother Mark is back in the hospital, possibly to be followed by rehab. 
 Pat Brocker, wife of former Pastor James Brocker, is receiving constant care and is in grave condition. 
 Janet’s nephew’s son, Nate, age 30, is struggling. 
 Janet’s sister-in-law, Linda Garvine, infection in her brain.  Prayers for guidance as she decides upon 

further treatment. 
 Kelly Farmer, with serious health issues and broken bones in her left hand after a fall. She thanks the 

congregation for their prayers and cards. 
 Cindy Seibel, chemo. 
 Curt Thompson recently had a stroke.  He is home, with no residual impairments.  A small heart 

abnormality was detected and will be monitored for a year. 
 Sandy Scarborough, constant pain, and Lupus.   
 Alex McComas’s granddaughter, Lily Dennis, has an inoperable tumor on her brain stem.  She is 6 yrs. 

old. 
 Son-in-law of Terri’s friend, Charlotte Rutledge, Jim Rothschild is serving as an anesthesiologist in a war 

zone.  Prayers also for wife Emily and son at home. 
 Mary and Bob Scarborough’s home burned after a probable lightning strike and is uninhabitable  
 Carol who has battled pain sitting for a few years, is now better.  She thanks everyone for their prayers. 
 Mark, Alzheimer’s; Danielle, unknown issue; Anna Deaver, coma - at Sterling Care; Davy Jones, chemo 

treatments; Danielle, breast cancer; Tracy Knox, on lung transplant list; Mike Bastendorf, needs liver 
transplant; David McLaughlin, rehab-extended care; Opher’s family and Doug and Margie – safety and 
protection; Brian’s friend, Mickey, prostate cancer; Rose’s friend, Mark, prostate cancer; possibly leading 
to paralysis; Krista, recovering after eye surgery; Raygan, PT and rehab following severe scooter accident; 
Jason Powers, recovering after suffering paralysis in spinal surgery; Nathan’s friend’s family is struggling; 
Paul, aggressive form of prostate cancer; Robbie, awaiting kidney transplant. 

Joys 
 Mackenzie and Connor Stokes are expecting babies to arrive in November.  Prayers for babies and family, 

including Kristen and Doug Stokes, Bill and Sandy Scarborough. 
With sympathy and prayers 

 From the community, Geraldine (Gerry) Pytash passed away on August 16.   
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY  

 CPL. Aidan Seibel, U.S. Army, Ft. Drum, NY  
 SGT. Chandler Schmidt, Ft. Johnson, LA 

 
 
Special Music 
September 20 – “Exact Change” 

Thanks to all of our vocalists who shared their God-given musical talents with us this summer. 
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Month of September 2026 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  
 

1 
Office Open 
9:00am-
3:00pm 

2   
Clean Plate 
   5-7pm 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
AA Meeting, 
4:30pm 

6 
Pastor C. Fitzgerald 
Worship Service  
Children’s Message & 
Kids Church 11:00am 
 

7 
 

8 
Office Open 
9:00am-
3:00pm 

9 
 
 

10 
Office Open 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Pastor in the office 
9:30-2:30pm 
Linda vacation 
Bible Study 10:00am 
Dance Open House 
6:30-8:30pm 

11 
Office closed 
Linda vacation 
Community 
9/11 Service 
St. Mary’s 
6:30pm  

12 
AA Meeting 
4:30pm 
 
Hall 
reserved for 
baby shower 
~ 12-4pm 

13 
Pastor C. Fitzgerald 
Worship Service  
Children’s Message & 
Kids Church 11:00am 
 

14 
Dance 
5-9pm 

15 
Office Open 
9:00am- 
3:00pm 
 

16 
Session 
7pm 
Dance 
5-9pm 

17 
Office Open 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Pastor in the office 
9:30-2:30pm 
Bible Study 10:00am 
Dance 5-9pm 

18 
Office Open 
9:00am-
3:00pm 

19 
AA Meeting, 
4:30pm 
 
 

20 
Pastor C. Fitzgerald 
Worship Service  
Children’s Message & 
Kids Church 11:00am 
“Exact Change” -
special music 

21 
Dance 
5-9pm 

22 
Office Open 
9:00am- 
3:00pm 

23 
Dance 
5-9pm 

24 
Office Open 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Pastor in the office 
9:30-2:30pm 
Bible Study 10:00am 
Dance 5-9pm  

25 
Office Open 
9:00am- 
3:00pm 

26 
AA Meeting, 
4:30pm 
 

27 
Pastor C. Fitzgerald 
Worship Service  
Children’s Message & 
Kids Church 11:00am 

28 
Dance 
5-9pm 

29 
Office Open 
9:00am- 
3:00pm 

30 
Dance 
5-9pm 

World Communion, Sunday, October 4. 
World Communion Special Offerings 
Campaign ends October 4. 

 
Slate Ridge Presbyterian Church                              Visit our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/slateridgechurch 
1630 Chestnut Street, Cardiff, MD 21160                Visit our Website:  www.slateridgechurch 
410-452-5177                           
Visit our YouTube channel to Livestream or visit later:  www.youtube.com/slateridgechurch 
 
 

 
 
“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for   
with such sacrifices God is pleased.”           Hebrews 13:16 

 


